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COMPONENT 4: SUPPORT TO MEDIA

2023 GENERAL ELECTIONS
IPC SAFETY AND PROFESSIONAL ADVISORY FOR JOURNALISTS
A. INTRODUCTION

Based on figures from the Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC), about
10,000 journalists and other media professionals from about 500 local and international
media outlets or news mediums have been accredited to cover Nigeria’s general elections
in all the 36 States and the FCT, Abuja, beginning with the presidential polls on Saturday
February 25, 2023.

The International Press Centre (IPC), Lagos-Nigeria is concerned about the safety of
these accredited journalists and other media professionals who essentially will be on
frontline duty during the elections.

This advisory is therefore published and launched today February 23, 2023, with the
objectives of:

¢ Promoting the personal safety of journalists covering the 2023 general elections
and subsequent ones;

e Ensuring that journalists covering the elections are fully equipped with
knowledge on safety precautions to take while on the field;

¢ Ensuring professionalism in the coverage and reportage of the presidential
elections and subsequent ones; and

e Complementing national and international standards for reporting electoral
processes and elections.

The advisory notes that the Nigerian Media Code of Election Coverage has already
tasked the government, particularly the law enforcement agencies and the political
parties to take measures to protect journalists and provide the enabling environment for
them to perform their onerous responsibilities during the campaigns and elections. They
are hereby reminded not to shirk this responsibility, and we particularly call on all law
enforcement and security agencies that would be on election duty on Saturday and
subsequently, to refrain from threatening, molesting, arresting or detaining any of the
10,000 journalists who have been duly accredited by INEC to cover the elections.

Pursuant to the above, the International Press Centre (IPC), in alignment with existing
framework of activities under Component 4 (Support to media) of the European Union
Support to Democratic Governance in Nigeria (EUSDGN II) project, has established
IPC-ELECTION-DAY-JOURNALISTS’-SAFETY-ALERT-DESK as part of its Safety of
Journalists and Press Freedom work. The desk will receive information or complaints and
take necessary action on any form of harassment of journalists covering the elections.


https://www.ipcng.org/2023-general-elections/
https://bit.ly/nigerianmediacodeofelections2022

Journalists or media professionals who encounter any form of harassment in the
course of covering the elections are advised to incident such by SMS text message
(including WhatsApp text) or direct call to any of the under listed officers of the IPC
Election-Day-Journalists’ Safety-Alert-Desk:

1.
2.
3.
4,

Melody: https://bitly/IPCALERT1 08132776441
Olutoyin: https://bitly/IPCALERT2 0811 450 3887
David: https://bit.ly/IPCALERT3 0706 945 1562
Adeola: https://bitly/IPCALERT4 08128241359

The IPC-Election-Day-Journalists’-Safety-Alert-Desk can also be reached through:

Twitter: @IPCng
Facebook: IPC Nigeria

B. THE ADVISORY

In line with the objectives highlighted above, this advisory is divided into two parts -
Safety, and Ethics & Professionalism.
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SAFETY

Before Election Day

Be prepared: Accredited journalists should anticipate risks and find out as much
as they can about the terrain they will cover on election day, especially the security
situation. This will help them to put in place risk mitigation measures.

Don’t ignore signals: Accredited journalists should factor early warning signals of
threat to election security or possible violence into their preparation. In this
regard, they should carefully study the reports of the law enforcement and
security agencies and civil society organisations working on election security.
Mind your health: Accredited journalists should prior to election day create time
for basic medical check-up. Those with underlying health conditions are advised
to confide in their management who will determine the best way they can be
deployed, if at all they would, on election day.

Have means of identification ready: All accredited journalists should make sure to
collect their accreditation tags from INEC offices in the states where they would
be on election duty.

Arm yourself with contacts: Accredited journalists should obtain the contact
details of the national secretariat and state chapters of the Nigeria Union of
Journalists (NUJ) and other umbrella media professional bodies/associations; the
Police commissioners and spokespersons of the State Police Commands and the
INEC resident electoral commissioners in the states they will be covering the
elections for necessary contact in case of attacks/threats or emergency.

On Election Day
Be sure to be fit: Accredited journalists on medications must ensure they take

them as necessary and generally do last-minute check-up before setting out.


https://bit.ly/IPCALERT1
https://bit.ly/IPCALERT2
https://bit.ly/IPCALERT3
https://bit.ly/IPCALERT4
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2.

Dress smart: Accredited journalists should ensure they are smartly dressed to
make walking or running easy should occasion demand such.

Make identification easy: Accredited journalists should don their INEC
accreditation tags and additionally have on them their organisational or
professional body identity cards for easy identification should the law
enforcement security and security agents require such.

Take care of your communication gadgets: Accredited journalists should make
sure their phones are fully charged and loaded with sufficient credit and data to
avoid sudden disruption in communication especially in moments of emergency.
Be brave and smart: Accredited journalists should make sure they cover from
reasonable distance to make retreat possible if the situation gets rough, there is
mob action and violence occurs.

Do not walk or move alone: Accredited journalists should as much as possible
move in groups or in clusters. It is much easier to attack a person than a group of
persons.

Be non-partisan: Accredited journalists should not don any insignia of the political
parties or get distracted from their professional responsibility by exhibiting bias
in favour of any political party or getting caught in partisan public discussion.
Maintain integrity: Accredited journalists should not negotiate with any politician
to suppress the news or collect bribes to publish stories. These may come to hunt
you.

Never lose touch: Accredited journalists should constantly be in touch with close
relatives and friends and create a safety alert response that allows immediate
contact with them in case of attacks/threats.

Have a good plan: Accredited journalists should try to stick to their planned route
if driving or being driven, avoid travelling at night and generally stay in regular
touch with their news desk or other colleagues.

Don’t announce un-authorised or fake results: Accredited journalists should
refrain from declaring a candidate or candidates winners before the election
management body - INEC - does so. This indeed is an offence under the Electoral
Act 2022.

Do not be silent: Accredited journalists should not keep silent but promptly report
any suspicious movement around them, threats or attacks.

ETHICS AND PROFESSIONALISM

The Nigerian Media Code of Election Coverage describes journalists as “the key purveyor of
information on the electoral processes”, which makes it imperative for them to adopt best
professional and ethical standards and imbibe the principles of conflict-sensitive journalism
in the reporting of the general elections.

To this end, all journalists and other media professionals on election duty should:
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Report the elections in a fair and balanced manner;
Report only factual electoral information;



+»+ Verify any allegation made against a party, candidate or any other interest before
publishing while reflecting as many sides to the dispute as possible;

¢ Report the views of candidates and political parties directly and in their own
words, while exercising necessary professional discretion, rather than as they are
interpreted by others;

+ Not solicit or accept bribes or make other pecuniary demands from parties and
candidates to publish or suppress reports;

% Not use or display any insignia of candidates and parties in the course of

professional duty;

Verify the facts and information contained in press releases and media briefings;

Avoid the publication of fake news and instantly identify any fake news in

circulation; and

+» Refrain from disseminating misinformation or disinformation.
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