
DOCUMENTATION OF ATTACKS ON JOURNALISTS IN NIGERIA - 2023 

This documentation includes quarterly reports:  (January – April ), (May - August)

Name 

of 

journalists 

attacked/ 

assaulted   

Media 
organizatio 
n 

Gender Location 

of attack 

Nature/ 

Description 

of attack 

Persons/ 

groups 

allegedly 

responsible 

Losses/Inj 

uries 

suffered 

Date of 

incidence 

Sources of the information 
(Print/broadca st Online 
reports or Offline account) 
Date reported  

Follow up 

actions 

taken 

Saviour 

Imukudo 

Premium 

Times 

Male  FCT 

Abuja 

Threat to 

life 

Andrew 
Okure 
(Superviso 
r of a 
poorly 
executed 
federal 
project in 
Akwa Ibom 

State)  

None  January 6, 

2023 

https://www.p remiumtimesn 
g.com/news/to
pnews/574303man-
threatens- 
to-kill- 

premiumtimesjournalist-

overreports-

onpoorlyexecutedproject.html 

IPC issued a 
press 
statement to 
call on the  
government 
and security 
agencies to 
ensure his 
safety.  

Abdulwaha 

b 

Babankanti 

Nigerian 

Television 

Authority 

(NTA) 

Male  Bauchi – 
Jos 
highway 

Abduction  Kidnappers  None January 31, 

2023 

https://thisnig 

eria.com/ntareporter-

3otherskidnappedalong-

bauchijos-highway/ 

Nil 
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Inserted Text



Two (2) 
broadcast 
journalists 
(names not  
mentioned 

)  

Not 

mentioned  

Not 
mention 
ed   

Ogun  

State  

Physical 

Assault   

Security 
operatives 
attached to  
OOUTH  

Body 
bruises 
and 
damaged  
equipmen 

ts   

February 3, 

2023  

https://thedaily 

crucible.com.ng 

/2023/02/03/og un-

journalistsbattered-over- 

Nil  

 

        missing-corpseat-oouth/    

N/A  TVC &  

Arise  

Television  

N/A  N/A  Imposition 

of fine  

NBC  
(National 
Broadcasti 
ng  
Commissio 

n)  

N/A  February 3, 2023  https://l.kphx.n 
et/s?d=1783550 
626381791970& 
extra=Q1RSWT1 
ORyZMTkc9ZW4 
tVVM=&g=f9f83 
78cb897a6b044 
47640bb6ce33f 

9   

Nil  
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N/A  Wish FM  

99.5 &  

Atlantic  

Television  

Network  

N/A  N/A  Sporadic 

gunshot & 

Explosion  

Alleged 

gunmen  

N/A  February 21, 

2023  

https://complet 
ewoman.com.n g/attack-
onjournalists-ipccalls-for- 
immediate- 

investigation/   

https://theabuja 
inquirer.com/20 
23/02/23/ipcdemands- 
investigationinto-attacks-
ontvradio-stationsin-
rivers/   

https://newsdot 

africa.com/ipccondemns- 
attack-on-tvand-

radiostation-in-rivers- 

IPC issued a 
press 
statement to 
call for  
immediate 

investigation 

into the 

incident  

 

        state-demandsimmediate-

andthoroughinvestigation/   

  

Gbenga   

Oloniniran   

Punch   

Newspaper   

Male   Rivers 

State  

Physical 

assault   

Police 

officers   

Nil  February 25, 

2023  

https://punch ng.com/nigeri 
aelections202 3-riverspolice-
assaultarrest- 
punchman-on- 

election-duty/   

IPC issued a 

press release 

and detailed 

report to call 

for immediate 

and proper 

investigations  
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Kunle  

Sanni  

Premium  

Times  

Male  Plateau 

State  

Harassment 

& deleting of 

pictures  

Persons 

identified 

as 

‘farmers’   

Nil  March 18, 

2023  

https://solaceb 

ase.com/28journalistsharassedbeaten-

deniedaccess-whilecoveringnigerian-

stateelections/   

IPC issued a 
press release 
and detailed  
report to call 

for immediate 

and proper 

investigations  

Shinzong  

Bala  

  

  

Amos  

Tauna  

Radio 

Nigeria  

station  

  

Daily Post  

Newspaper  

  

Male  

  

  

  

Male  

Kaduna  

State  

Physical 

assault    

Political 

thugs  

Loss of 

personal 

items  

March 18, 

2023  

https://solaceb 

ase.com/28journalistsharassedbeaten-

deniedaccess-whilecoveringnigerian-

stateelections/   

IPC issued a 
press release 
and detailed  
report to call 

for immediate 

and proper 

investigations  

 

N/A  Channels  

Television  

N/A  Lagos 

State  

Imposition 

of 5 million 

naira fine  

National 

Broadcasti 
ng  

Commissio 

n  

N/A  March 31, 2023  https://faithaw 

amajiblog.com/ 

index.php/202 

3/04/04/nbcn5m-

fine-onchannels-

tvarbitrarinesstaken-

too-farmra-ipc/   

IPC issued a 
joint 
statement 
with MRA  
condemning 
the action of  
NBC  

DOCUMENTATION OF ATTACKS ON JOURNALISTS 2023  
  

MAY – AUGUST 2023  
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Name  
of 

journalists 

attacked/ 

assaulted    

Media 
organizatio 
n   

Gender   Location 

of attack  
Nature/ 

Description 

of attack  

Persons/ 

groups 

allegedly 

responsible  

Losses/Inj 

uries 

suffered  

Date of 

incidence  
Sources of the 
information 
(Print/broadca st 
Online reports or 
Offline account)  
Date reported  

Follow up 

actions taken  

Rukayyah  

Jibia  

Tambarin  

Hausa  

Television  

Female   Katsina  Threat to life  Katsina  

State Police  

Command  

None   May 21, 2023  http://globaltr 
ackerng.com/2 
023/05/28/ipc 
-decriesthreats-
onjournalistrukayyah- 
jibias-life/   

IPC issued a 
press 
statement to 
call on the  
government 
and 
security 
agencies to 
ensure her 
safety. The 
Katsina 
Police  
spokesman 
was removed  
after 

harassing 

the 

journalist 

https://daily 

 

         nigerian.com 
/katsinapolicespokesman/   
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NIL  Amuludun  

99.1 FM  

NIL   Ibadan, 

Oyo State  

Invasion/Hij 

acking   

Alleged 

members 

of Yoruba 

Nation   

None  May 

28, 

2023  

https://dailypo st.ng/2023/05 /28/suspectedyoruba-

nationagitatorsinvade-hijackradio-stationin-ibadan/   

Nil  

NIL  Radio Kogi  NIL   Dekina  

LGA, Kogi  

State  

Vandalizatio 

n   

Suspected 

vandals  

Property 
destroyed 
/loss of 
valuable  
equipmen 

t  

June 

5, 

2023  

https://thedaily crucible.com.ng /2023/02/03/og un-

journalistsbattered-overmissing-corpseat-oouth/   

IPC issued a press 

statement condemning the 

attack and calling on the 

state government to 

provide adequate security.  

Saawua  

Terzungwe  

Daily Trust 

Newspaper  

Male   Mararaba  

axis,  

Nasarawa  

State  

Assassinatio 

n attempt  

Unknown 

gunmen  

Loss of 

personal 

items 

(phone, 

wallet, 

etc.)  

June 

27, 

2023  

https://frankta lknow.com/just -in-

prominentabujajournalistescapesassassinationattempt/   

Nil  

 

Priestba  

Anthony  

Nwokocha  

Rivers  

State  

Broadcasti 

ng 

Corporatio 

n (RSBC)  

Female   Slaughter 
/YKC  
road, Port 
Harcourt,  
Rivers  

State  

Abduction   Unknown 

gunmen  

N/A  July 21, 

2023  

https://pmnew snigeria.com/2 

023/07/22/fe 

malejournalistkidnapped-inrivers/   

IPC issued a 

press 

statement 

tasking 

security 

agency to 

ensure her 

safe release  
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Karen  

James   

N/A   Female   Anambra  

State  

Threat to 

life   

Anambra  

State  

Governmen 

t   

Nil  August 10, 

2023  

https://newsd 
otafrica.com/i -

cspj- decriesthreats-

onjournalistkaren-james- 
life/   

IPC issued a 
press 
statement to 
call on the 
state  
government 
and security 
agencies to 
ensure her 
safety.  
  

Joseph  

Kunde  

  

  

Bina Miebi  

  

  

  

  

Iniyekenim 
e Doctor  

Bruce  

  

  

  

Femi  

Folaranmi  

  

Television  

Continental  

(TVC)  

  

Television  

Continental  

(TVC)  

  

  

Africa  

Independe 

nt  

Television  

(AIT)  

  

Sun  

Newspaper  

  

Male  

  

  

  

  

Male  

  

  

  

  

Female  

  

  

  

  

  

Male  

  

  

  

Opu  

Nembe,  

Bayelsa  

State  

Physical 

Assault  

Hoodlums  Body  

injuries,  

damaged  

equipmen 

t & loss of 

personal 

items  

August 15, 

2023  

https://paceset ternews.com.ng 
/bayelsaattackedjournalistsrecount-
ordealas-ipcreiteratesneed-
forjournalistssafety/   

  

https://tracere porters.com/20 

23/08/21/bay elsa-

attackedjournalistsrecount-ordeal- 

IPC issued a 
press 
statement 
condemning 
the attack 
and calling 
for a  
thorough 

investigation   
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Ayebakuro  

Egein  

Nigeria  

Television  

Authority  

(NTA)  

  

Africa  

Independe 

nt  

Television  

(AIT)  

Male  

  

  

  

  

Male  

     as-ipcreiteratesneed-

forjournalistssafety/   

 

DOCUMENTATION OF ATTACKS ON JOURNALISTS 2023  
  

SEPTEMBER – DECEMBER 2023  

Name  
of 

journalists 

attacked/ 

assaulted    

Media 
organizatio 
n   

Gender   Location of 

attack  
Nature/ 

Description 

of attack  

Persons/ 

groups 

allegedly 

responsible  

Losses/Inj 

uries 

suffered  

Date of 

incidence  
Sources of the 
information 
(Print/broadca st Online 
reports or Offline 
account)  
Date reported  

Follow up 

actions 

taken  
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NIL Africa 

Independe 

nt 

Television 

(AIT) & 

Raypower 

FM 

NIL PortHarcourt, 
Rivers  

State  

Closure of 

operations 

Rivers 

State 

Governmen 

t  

NIL September 3, 

2023  

https://bayelsa 
parrot.news/2 
023/09/04/ipc -
condemnsshutting-
down- 
of-aitoperations-
byrivers-govt/ 

https://nigeria 
dailyinfo.com/i 
-cspj- 

condemnsclosure-

ofmediaorganizationsin-

portharcourt/ 

IPC issued 

a press 

statement 

calling for 

the 

immediate 

restoration 

of 

operations 

in the 

stations. 

Salim 

Umar 

Ibrahim 

Zahraddee 

n Lawal 

Daily Trust 

Newspaper 

BBC Hausa 

Male  

Male 

Kano 

State 

Physical 

assault 

Police 

Officers 

Damaged 

phone 

September 

20, 2023 

https://nigeria dailyinfo.com/ 
kanogovernorshipelectionpetitiontribunal-
i-cspjfrowns-atpolice-attackon-
journalists/ 

https://dailytr ust.com/breaki 
ng-ipccondemns- 
police-attackon-journalistscovering-

kanotribunal/ 

IPC issued a 

press 

statement 

condemning 

the attack.  
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Hamisu  

Danjibga  

Voice of  

Nigeria  

(VON)  

Male   Zamfara  

State  

Murder   Unknown  Loss of  

life  

September 

20, 2023  

https://www.p remiumtimesn 
g.com/regional /nwest/62727 
5-journalistfound-deadthree-daysafter-

declaredmissing.html   

IPC issued a 
statement  
condemning 

the alleged 

killing and 

calling for 

thorough 

investigation  

Not 

mentioned  

News  

Agency of  

Nigeria  

(NAN)  

Female  FCT, 

Abuja  

Abduction  Unknown 

gunmen  

Loss of 

valuable 

materials  

November 

15, 2023  

https://www.p oliticaleconomi 
stng.com/1580 
32-2/   

Nil  

  

Summary outcome of January – December 2023 monitoring report as stated below:    

• In the months of January – December 2023, thirty-three (33) cases of attacks, involving forty-four (44) journalists were reported 
and six (6) cases on media organisations;  

• Broadcast medium – twenty-two (22), Print medium – six (6), Online medium – eleven (11), Not specified – five (5);   

•    Male – Thirty-five (35), Female – Nine (9);  
• N.C – Eight (8), N.W – seven (7), N.E – four (4), S.W – eleven (11), S.S – eleven (11), S.E – three (3);  

• Affected states – Lagos, Kaduna, Plateau, Edo, Yobe, Kano, Nasarawa, Rivers, Ogun, Bauchi, Anambra, Ondo, Bayelsa, FCT Abuja, 
Oyo, Kogi, Katsina & Zamfara;  

Clifford  

Ejenavi  

Online  

Editor,  

Education  

Writers 

Association 

of Nigeria  

Male   Ogun  

State  

Physical 

assault   

Police 

officers  

Body  

injuries  

November 9, 2023    https://m.faceb 
ook.com/story. 
php?story_fbid 
=pfbid0HTKJoS 
tpPRLSJS61v8B 
akiqnGEdZNMn 
ibUWxqwTLfiC 
pL6v5o3osETn 
ckRkjGBCTl&id 
=10000064171 
5775&mibextid 

=Nif5oz   

IPC issued a 
statement  
condemning 

the assault 

on the 

journalists 

and calling 

for thorough 

investigation   
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• Nature of attacks include – Imposition of fine, physical assault, harassment & deleting of pictures, unlawful arrest & detention, 
intimidation & denial of access to polling unit to cover electoral process, molestation, threat to life, abduction, damage to vehicle, 
murder, sporadic gunshot & explosion;  

• The nature/ injuries suffered include – Body bruises, loss of personal items, gadgets destroyed, damaged equipments, loss of life;  

• Persons/groups allegedly responsible are – NBC, political thugs, military officers, police officers, angry youths, alleged/unknown 
gunmen, security operatives attached to OOUTH, kidnappers, duty bearer, hoodlums, Anambra State Government, Rivers State 
Government.  

 
Kindly note that persons/information ‘not available’ ‘not mentioned’ or ‘nil’ are anonymous from our report/database. 




